Mutagenesis and human genetic disease: an introduction.
This special issue attempts to provide a fresh perspective on the importance of germ-cell mutagenesis studies and restate the questions and challenges inherent in efforts to minimize the incidence of human genetic diseases. We are working in a time when rapidly advancing molecular technologies provide the tools that permit a more detailed understanding of germ-cell mutagenesis and genetic disease. Meanwhile, discoveries of new genetic disease phenomena challenge our abilities to conceive and develop research models for their study. It is hoped that the collection of articles in this issue will serve to stimulate interest in scientists of varied disciplines and help focus those interests on the issues surrounding the relationship between environmental mutagens and human genetic disease.